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AMERICAN SOCIETY OF SAFETY ENGINEERS 

Next Greater Chicago ASSE Meeting 

Tuesday—February 12, 2008 

―Electrical Safety-Implementing an Electrical Safety Work Practice (ESWP) Policy‖ 

Richard Widdowson, Vice President Safety, Real Estate and Environment 

Schneider Electric, North American Division 

   FEBRUARY 2008 

GREATER CHICAGO CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 

Lunch and Meeting Pricing: 

Advanced Registration ASSE Members and Guests: $20 

Registration at the Door: $25            Retired Emeritus Members: FREE 

Meeting Information: 

11:30 am Registration  12:00 pm Lunch 

12:45 pm Presentation    1:30 pm Executive Committee  

                                  Meeting (all welcome) 

Cucina Biagio Restaurant, 7313 W. Lawrence, Harwood Heights, IL 

(708-867-4641). Directions: From Downtown, take I-90 West (toward 

OôHare) to Harlem Avenue, exit South. Go approximately 1 mile to  Law-

rence, turn right (West) - on left side of street, about 1 block. 

RSVP to 773-894-7065, by February 8th and leave a message that in-

cludes your name, company name and phone number or respond directly 

to your E-vite. 

 

Please join the Greater Chicago Chapter for our February meeting for a 
presentation on Implementing an Electrical Safety Work Practice Policy.  

Our presenter will be Richard Widdowson.  (A full Biography for Mr. Wid-

dowson is located on page 4 of the newsletter.)  Mr. Widdowson will review 

electrical hazards and provide the regulatory requirements, including 

NFPA 70E.  He will go over Schneider Electricôs Electrical Safety 

Work Practice and share his experience regarding implementation, audit 

and enforcement 

We look forward to seeing you! 

Do you have a story or safety news that you would like to share?  Contact the 

Newsletter Editor, Dawn Boisvert at dawnboisvert2003@yahoo.com, or call  

773-330-0723. 
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Hello Chapter Members,                                                                                                              February 2008                                                        

 

Many good things continue to occur within our Chapter.  The Awards & Nominations Committee is 
looking for individuals to fill the slate for the 2008 – 2009 Chapter Year.  The newsletter editor will 
publish the slate of candidates in the March newsletter.  Voting will take place at the June meeting.  
Please let us know if you are interested in volunteering some time. 

 

We have planned a variety of events and Chapter meetings that should be of benefit to you on the 
job.  You can get the latest information on our website at www.assechgo.org. 

 

We are continuing to work on our Chapter Stars petition.  If you have been a speaker and presented a 
technical safety topic at an event or have been published during this chapter year, please provide us 
with the detailed information so that we can include it with our submission. 

 

Thank you always to make our Chapter the BEST!  Hope to see you at the next Chapter meeting 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Maribeth A. Anderson 

 
 

 
 

Chapter Meeting Attendance Recognition 

CRITERIA FOR 2007-2008 CHAPTER YEAR 

The Executive Committee of the Greater Chicago Chapter would like to recognize the members who attend the 

monthly Chapter Meetings in the upcoming Chapter Year.  This will act as a very special thank you to those who dili-

gently attend our Chapter Meetings starting in September 2007 through June 2008. 

Levels   Attendance    Recognition Rewards          (Choice of one item per level) 

LEVEL I   Attends 3 out of 10 meetings                  (1) Leather business card holder 

       (2) Note pad with pen 

       (3) Desk clock 

LEVEL II   Attends 6 out of 10 meetings                  (1) Golf balls ï sleeve of 12 

       (2) Baseball cap 

       (3) Portfolio 

LEVEL III   Attends 9 out of 10 meetings                  (1) Fleece jacket ï menôs or womanôs 

       (2) Denim long sleeve shirt 

       (3) Polo shirt 

       (4) Lapel pin 

http://www.assechgo.org/
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Kaufman’s Korner                     10 Things to Help Prevent Global Warming 

(www.thecrcenter.com) 

 
 ————————————————————————————————————————————————————–——————————————————————————————————————————————————————–————————————————————————— 

 

In June 2006, The Climate Project (TCP) began operations based in Nashville, Tennessee, as non-profit organization with 
the mission of increasing public awareness of the climate crisis at a grassroots level throughout the United States and 
abroad.  By April 2007, a diverse group of 1000 volunteers from every corner of the USA had been trained to present a 
version of the slide show on which the Academy Award-winning film, ―An Inconvenient Truth‖ is based. More Nash-
ville trainings are planned for later in 2007, focusing on specific sector groups. 

Want to do something to help stop global warming? 
Here are 10 simple things you can do and how much carbon dioxide you’ll save doing them. 

 

Change a light:  Replacing one regular light bulb with a compact fluorescent light bulb will save 150 pounds of car-
bon dioxide a year. 

 

Drive less:  Walk, bike, carpool or take mass transit more often.  You’ll save one pound of carbon dioxide for every 
mile you don’t drive! 

Recycle more:  You can save 2,400 pounds of carbon dioxide per year by recycling just half of your household waste. 

Check your tires:  Keeping your tires inflated properly can improve gas mileage by more than 3%.Every gallon of 
gasoline saved keeps 20 pounds of carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere! 

Use less hot water:  It takes a lot of energy to heat water.  Use less hot water by installing a low flow showerhead 
(350 pounds of CO2 saved per year) and washing your clothes in cold or warm water (500 pounds saved per year). 

Avoid products with a lot of packaging:  You can save 1,200 pounds of carbon dioxide if you cut down your gar-
bage by 10%. 

Adjust your thermostat:  Moving your thermostat just 2 degrees in winter and up 2 degrees in summer you could 
save about 2,000 pounds of carbon dioxide a year with this simple adjustment. 

Plant a tree:  A single tree will absorb one ton of carbon dioxide over its lifetime. 

Turn off electronic devices:  Simply turning off your television, DVD player, stereo, and computer when you’re not 
using them will save you thousands of pounds of carbon dioxide a year. 

Spread the word!  

http://www.thecrcenter.com/archives/2008/01/31/10-thing-to-help-prevent-global-warming/
http://www.theclimateproject.org/
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=2078944470709189270
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=cfls.pr_cfls


Rich has been with Schneider Electric for over 34 years.  He has spent the last 20 years in the Safety & Environmental 
field.  Rich's current responsibilities include Safety, Environment, Real Estate, Facility Maintenance and Security for the 
North American Division. 

 

Rich’s educational background includes a BA from Doane College in Industrial Management and an MBA from DePaul 
University. He currently serves as the Chair for the worksite safety committee of Electrical Safety Foundation, 
International which part of the National Electrical Manufacturer’s Association (NEMA). 

 

 

A few weeks back you received an email regarding the Greater Chicago Chapter endowed scholarship.  We now really 
need your help! 

 

Our Chapter needs to raise an additional $11,300.00 for our scholarship.  Each of you will be receiving Chapter mail 
within the next few weeks, which will include two ASSE Foundation cards.  We ask you to do the following. 

Give one ASSE Foundation card to the person who is responsible for charitable donations at your company. 

Secondly, consider making a small donation yourself. 

We have 325 Chapter Members who work for 176 companies.  If each Chapter Member donated a minimum of $20.00 
and each Member Company donated just $50.00, we could easily reach our goal. 

 

Our goal is to present the Greater Chicago Chapter Scholarship at the June PDC. 

 

Although it would guarantee our goal, we are not requesting huge donations.  We would greatly appreciate any amount 
donated no matter what the amount is.  All donations are tax deductible.  Write that check today! 

 

We will recognize each Chapter Member and/or company on the Greater Chicago Chapter website at http://
www.assechgo.org/benefactors.htm and the ASSE Foundation web site at http://www.asse.org/foundation/
partners.php. 
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FEBRUARY SPEAKER                                           

RICHARD WIDDOWSON, CSP, CHMM 

Vice President ð Safety, Real Estate and Environment 

Schneider Electric North American Operating Division 

Help Support the Future of Safety 

Donate to the Greater Chicago Chapter Scholarship 

http://www.assechgo.org/benefactors.htm
http://www.assechgo.org/benefactors.htm
http://www.asse.org/foundation/partners.php
http://www.asse.org/foundation/partners.php
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CHAPTER MEETING LOCATION 

Chapter members, 

We are considering moving the location of our Chapter meetings from Cucina Biagio in Harwood Heights.  Review 
the suggestions made to date.   Let us know what you would prefer by emailing mandmerson@aol.com. 

 

1. Move some meetings to a location Downtown. 

2. Move all meetings to a location Downtown. 

3. Change meeting location each month. 

4. Do not make a change from Cucina Biagio. 

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS FOR NEXT YEAR! 

If you would like to get a little more involved in your chapter during the upcoming 2008 – 2009 Chapter Year, con-
tact dawn.boisvert2003@yahoo.com. 

OUTREACH FROM THE OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

 

The Outreach Committee of the Greater Chicago Chapter was created in order to extend the scope of ASSE in our 
area.  Workplace safety is of vital importance at many levels of the business environment.  While Safety Officers, 
HS&E Professionals and Insurance providers have been aware of both basic safety and OSHA requirements, the 
purpose of the Outreach Committee is, in part, to reach out to future workers and business owners, and to inform 
and educate them about safety programs, safety requirements, safety rights and safety responsibilities. 

 

While many organizations are training the future workforce of the United States, this training is frequently ap-
proached from the perspective of business needs rather than worker rights. Chief among these rights is the right to 
conduct one’s daily tasks in a manner that doesn’t cause physical harm to the worker.  Our goal is to inform worker 
trainees that, in the workplace, they have the right to leave work in the same physical condition as they arrived.  By 
presenting this information to them while they’re in training, hopefully it will become integrated into what they 
expect from their workplace.  And, as some of them open their own businesses, they’ll know that worker safety is 
their responsibility.  

 

The committee has prepared a Powerpoint presentation that can be modified to suit a particular industry or market 
segment, and we’ve started to reach out to various training programs to schedule presentations. Right now we’re 
looking for interested members. If you have any interest in working on the Outreach Committee; can be available to 
make a brief presentation to a class; know of any of these training programs (these might be trade schools, work-
force development, community organizations or faith-based groups), we could use your help.  Please contact Neil 
Silins (neil.silins@emsenviro.com) or Maribeth Anderson (mandmerson@aol.com). 

 
 

mailto:mandmerson@aol.com
mailto:dawn.boisvert2003@yahoo.com
mailto:neil.silins@emsenviro.com
mailto:mandmerson@aol.com


PRESIDENT       PAST PRESIDENT 

Maribeth Anderson      Leslie Batterson 

Email: manderson@ohare.com    Email: leslie_batterson@ars.aon.com 

Phone: (773) 894-7065      Phone: (312) 381-7120 

Cell: (773) 610-3105 

 
 
1ST VICE PRESIDENT ð INTERNAL AFFAIRS  PAST PRESIDENT 
Vacant        Rich Moscato  

        Email: rich.moscato@rimcogroup.com 

        Phone: (847) 419-9640  

 

 

2ND VICE PRESIDENT ð EXTERNAL AFFAIRS  DELEGATE 

Milton Vicenteno      Al Borzych 

Email: mvicenteno@freshexpress.com   Email: aborzych@msn.com  

Phone: (847) 916-7152      Phone: (630) 483-2659 

Cell: (847) 815-9380 

 
 
SECRETARY       DELEGATE 

Mark Fifield       Marion Synowiec 

Email: mark_fifield@administaff.com   Email:  marion_synowiec@ars.aon.com 

Phone: (773) 244-0338      Phone: (312) 381-3979 

 

 

TREASURER 

Vacant 
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2007-2008 Greater Chicago Chapter 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

mailto:manderson@ohare.com
mailto:rich.moscato@rimcogroup.com?subject=Response%20from%20your%20profile%20on%20ASSE.org
mailto:mvicenteno@freshexpress.com
mailto:mark_fifield@administaff.com
mailto:marion_synowiec@ars.aon.com
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2007-2008 Greater Chicago Chapter 

CHAPTER COMMITTEESðINTERNAL AFFAIRS  

ASSE 100th ANNIVERSARY CHAIR     NOMINATING CHAIR 

Rich Moscato         Dawn Boisvert 

Email: rich.moscato@rimcogroup.com     Email:  dawnboisvert2003@yahoo.com  

Phone: (847) 419-9640        Phone:  (773) 330-0723 

 

AWARDS & HONORS CHAIR      PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Al Borzych        Vacant 

Email: aborzych@msn.com      

Phone: (630) 483-2659 

 

HISTORIAN/BYLAWS CHAIR      PROGRAM CHAIR 

David Berg        Allan Kaufman 

Email: dberg@ensr.aecom.com      Email: allan@thecrcenter.com  

Phone: (847) 491-0593        Phone:  (847) 478-6054 

 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR       WEB ADMINISTRATOR 

Mary Abbatacola       Maribeth Anderson 

Email: mary.abbatacola@effem.com     Email: manderson@ohare.com  

Phone: (773) 745-2201        Phone:  (773) 894-7065 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR       ASST. WEB ADMINISTRATOR 

Dawn Boisvert       Milton Vicenteno 

Email: dawnboisvert2003@yahoo.com    Email: mvicenteno@freshexpress.com  

Phone: (773) 330-0723        Phone:  (847) 916-7152 

 

ASST. NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Vacant 

   

mailto:rich.moscato@rimcogroup.com?subject=Response%20from%20your%20profile%20on%20ASSE.org
mailto:rich.moscato@rimcogroup.com?subject=Response%20from%20your%20profile%20on%20ASSE.org
mailto:rich.moscato@rimcogroup.com?subject=Response%20from%20your%20profile%20on%20ASSE.org
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Michael Martin,  Alberto Culver 

Nacer Merdaci   (referred by Maribeth Anderson)  

 

Thomas Frey, HUB International  (referred by Albert 

Williams) 

Steven Lacey, University of Illinois-Chicago Public 

Health (referred by Roger Hancock) 
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Save the Dates 

Here is a list of upcoming meetings, so mark 

your calendars! 

  3/11/08       
  
 
4/8/0/08        
  
 
5/13/08       
  
6/10/08       

 
 
 

 Wayne Christensen-Christensen Con-

sult, for Safety Excellence 
  
Chuck Armstrong-City of Chicago - 
Starting a Safety System 
  
OôHare Airport Field Tour 
 
Dr. Henry Payne, OSHA Training Insti-
tute 

 
 
 

Welcome new members to the Greater Chi-

cago Chapter of ASSE!  We look forward to 

seeing you at an upcoming meeting. 

 

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS CHAIR     OUTREACH CHAIR 

Tim Mahon         Neil Silins 

Email: tmahon@andersoneconomicgroup.com   Email:  neil.silins@emsenviro.com 

Phone: (312) 607-6810        Phone:  (773) 561-6779 

 

SCHOLARSHIP CHAIR       PUBLIC RELATIONS 

Paul Perrino        Vacant 

Email: mariko1751@aol.com      

Phone: (708) 396-2773 

 

 

2007-2008 Greater Chicago Chapter 

CHAPTER COMMITTEESðEXTERNAL AFFAIRS  
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